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2. The TEAM of INRO
Prof. Martin Rusnak, the president of INRO’s Board of Directors is also a chairman of the Department of Public Health at the Faculty of Health Care and Social Work, Trnava University, Slovak Republic (as of September 2006).

Prof. Walter Mauritz, the vicepresident of  INRO’s board of directors, is the chairman of Department of Anaesthesiology at Lorenz Boehler Trauma Hospital in Wien, which is also a teaching facility. Furthermore, Dr. Mauritz was approved a visiting professor at Trnava University in the beginning of 2007. 
This close academic affiliation of prof. Rusnak and Mauritz is very useful in bringing new young scholars interested in brain trauma research into INRO’s activities.
Dr. Johannes Leitgeb is a trauma surgeon at the University Clinic for Emergency medicine,  General Hospital Wien (AKH). He cooperates with INRO for four years now, has been involved in project activities focused mainly on clinical evaluations of brain trauma treatment data.
Dr. Alexandra Brazinova is a medical doctor with further education in public health and PhD from Social Medicine. Dr. Brazinova works in INRO on the development of project proposals and participates in project implementation, writing scientific papers and project reports and also provides administrative support to the office. In her scientific work she focuses on qualitative research. She also teaches at the Department of Public Health of Trnava University as a part time lecturer. 
Dr. Marek Majdan comes from Trnava University. He has a PhD in Environmental Health and Geographic Information Systems. For INRO he analyzes the data from the ITCP database, mainly from the Balkan project at the moment. Dr. Majdan is skilled in “software R”, very powerful statistical tool. This allows using more sophisticated statistical tools for survival analysis. Dr. Majdan also participates in the development of scientific papers.
Dr. Lucia Lenartova works as a consultant in public health in the Slovak Republic and as an INRO team member she participates in the development of scientific papers and works on her PhD thesis on brain trauma at Trnava University.

Dr. Ingrid Wilbacher, who used to cooperate with INRO in 2002 – 2005 works for Austrian Social Insurance and works on her PhD thesis on brain trauma at Trnava University.

A new member of the team is Balazs Zobor, a student of business informatics, computer sciences and electrical engineering at the Technical University in Vienna. Balazs is helping the INRO team and working mainly with Dr. Rusnak and Dr. Majdan on the statistical analysis of ITCP data. 

Dr. Annalisa Rosso has left for a UNDP project in Cairo, but keeps in contact. 

Dr. Valeria Rudel, an anaesthesiologist currently on maternity leave works with INRO on the cooperation with the Russian Association of Anaesthesiologists and Intensivists and on the development of future project proposals. 

Dr. Patrick Weninger joined the team in the spring 2007. He works with Prof. Mauritz at the Department of Anaesthesiology at Lorenz Boehler Trauma Hospital and in his scientific work he focuses at clinical management of brain trauma. 
3. PUBLICATIONS
List of publications 
The year 2007 started successfully for us. The series of articles that we worked on hard was published in the beginning of February 2007 in Wiener Klinische Wochenschrift journal:  
Rusnak M, Janciak I, Majdan M, Wilbacher I, Mauritz W.: Severe Traumatic Brain

Injury in Austria I: Introduction to the study. Wien Klin Wochenschr. 2007

Feb;119(1-2):23-28.

Rosso A, Brazinova A, Janciak I, Wilbacher I, Rusnak M, Mauritz W.: Severe Traumatic

Brain Injury in Austria II: Epidemiology of hospital admissions. Wien Klin

Wochenschr. 2007 Feb;119(1-2):29-34.

Lenartova L, Janciak I, Wilbacher I, Rusnak M, Mauritz W.: Severe Traumatic Brain

Injury in Austria III: Prehospital status and treatment. Wien Klin Wochenschr. 2007

Feb;119(1-2):35-45.

Mauritz W, Janciak I, Wilbacher I, Rusnak M.: Severe Traumatic Brain Injury in

Austria IV: Intensive care management. Wien Klin Wochenschr. 2007

Feb;119(1-2):46-55.

Leitgeb J, Erb K, Mauritz W, Janciak I, Wilbacher I, Rusnak M. : Severe Traumatic

Brain Injury in Austria V: CT findings and surgical management. Wien Klin

Wochenschr. 2007 Feb;119(1-2):56-63.

Rusnak M, Janciak I, Majdan M, Wilbacher I, Mauritz W. :Severe Traumatic Brain

Injury in Austria VI: Effects of guideline-based management. Wien Klin Wochenschr.

2007 Feb;119(1-2):64-71.

In October 2007 a new article was published on European Trauma Registries in the Resustication journal. IGEH participated in the project that lead to the publication of the article, mainly by data collection:  
The EuroTARN Writing Committee on behalf of the EuroTARN Group: A comparison of European Trauma Registries. The first report from the EuroTARN Group. Resuscitation (2007) 75, 286—297
Majdan, M.,  Rusnak, M., Mauritz, W., Janciak, I., Brazinova, A.: Public Health Consequences of traumatic brain injury – a European, five country comparison study. European Journal of Public Health (Supplement 15th EUPHA Conference, Helsinki, 11-13 October 2007), 2007, Vol. 17, Supplement 2, p. 30. ISSN 1101-1262. 

4. PROJECTS and PROJECT PROPOSALS 

In 2007 we are implementing the following projects:
a. Projects implemented in 2007

Analysis of the data from the “Austrian Standardized Dataset for Intensive Care (ASDI). ASDI collects data from 43 Austrian ICUs; it has now more than 80.000 patients from the years 2000 – 2006 in the database. INRO team analyzes the subset of patients with TBI (approx. 4000 data sets), and compares the outcomes for patients with GCS < 9 who had ICP monitoring to those who did not have ICP monitoring. With this large set of data it should be possible to elucidate whether ICP monitoring influences outcomes – something which is still not fully clear. 

This study is funded by the AUVA (Allgemeine Unfallversicherungsanstalt). A scientific paper should be ready for submission to an international journal by the end of  2007.

Analysis of the data from the ITCP database (1200 patients from Austria, Balkan states, and Slovakia). Analysis of the European data set is already under way; at least 2 papers (epidemiology of TBI; effects of introducing guidelines) should be ready for submission to international journals by the end of 2007. Further papers on specific aspects of treatment (decompressive vs. osteoplastic surgery, prehospital intubation, etc) are prepared.

Analysis of the data from a pilot project (65 patients) where the course of ICP and other variables (CPP, glucose, hyperventilation, etc) was reconstructed as closely of possible. Over the course of the first 10 treatment days hourly values for these variables have been transferred to a database (sets of up to 240 values for each parameter and patient!). The course of ICP (and possibly other parameters) might be related to the short- and long-term outcome of the patients. This project has been funded (in part) by the AUVA (see above).

EU Public Health Programme 2003: Injury Database – Maintenance, Development and Promotion. In 2006 IGEH has participated in the international project supervised by DG Sanco of the European Commission and implemented by Kuratorium für Verkehr und Sicherheit, Austria. In 2007 we have summarized our participation and developed final report. The project is funded by EU.
In 2007 we have submitted several project proposals to either national (Austrian) or international granting agencies for funding:

b. National project proposals submitted in 2007
Johannes Leitgeb – „Beziehung zwischen CT Befund und Behandlungsergebnis von Patienten mit schwerem Schädel-Hirn-Trauma“ Entwicklung eines Scores zur  Klassifizierung von CT-Befunden  bei  Patienten mit schwerem Schädel-Hirn-Trauma 

submitted to the Fund of the Mayor of Vienna January 2007 – rejected  (November, 2007)
Walter Mauritz, Martin Rusnak, Alexandra Brazinova - ICP changes after TBI and relation to outcome

submitted to the Austrian Science Fund (FWF - Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung) March 2007 – rejected (September 2007)
Alexandra Brazinova – Quality of Life in Patients after TBI, 

submitted to the Austrian National Bank’ Jubileumsfund June 2007 – waiting for the decision on granting - rejected (December 2007)

Walter Mauritz – Prehospital TBI Management
Submitted to the Austrian Ministry of Health (in September 2007 and AUVA in December 2007) – we should know by April 2008
Alexandra Brazinova – TBI Management Guideline Compliance 

- submitted to the Austrian Science Fund (FWF - Fonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung) in December 2007 – we should know in April 2008
c. International project proposals submitted in 2007
Application for COST funding – application submitted 3/31/2007

(www.cost.esf.org <http://www.cost.esf.org/>  ) 

Establishment of an international network collaboration that will permit characterization of differences in trauma organization, treatment approaches and ethical requirements for research across participating countries, facilitating identification of areas for improvement and better targeting of prevention campaigns. The proposed network, initiated by the European Brain Injury Consortium (EBIC) and the International Neurotrauma Research Organization (INRO/IGEH), would include most EU member states, the Russian Federation and the People’s Republic of China (25-30 countries altogether). The main objective is to improve head injury care by multidisciplinary, multinational network collaboration and will form a first step towards international harmonization of trauma organization and treatment for head injury. 

The application for funding was rejected. WILL BE RESUBMITTED IN 2008
Framework Programme 7 

http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/home_en.html 

The global aim was to develop and validate an improved methodology for standardized data collection on hospital admissions for severe and moderate head injury (including polytrauma) across EU member states. Data collection will address both acute and post-acute care phase as well as long term outcome (including disability), utilizing up to date information technology.

Specific tools will be developed and validated to assess quality of provided care across the treatment chain (performance indicators) and to better compare treatment results between countries/centers. These tools will include novel approaches for classification of head injury (based on prognostic models) and for calculating disease specific standardized mortality ratios. Standardized outcome assessment will not only focus on assessments by health care professionals, but also on self assessment with a disease specific quality of life scale.  

The application for funding was rejected. WILL BE RESUBMITTED IN 2008
Marek Majdan – Marie Curie Fellowship for funding a research fellow

Submitted to European Union’s Framework Programme 7 for funding - waiting for the decision on granting (rejected in February 2008)
d. International project proposals to be submitted in 2008
DG SANCO (European Commission) – Tracking of TBI data on the international level. Network of experts from various countries (up to 12 countries) will develop a national and international trauma surveillance system with special focus on brain trauma through which national data will be collected and submitted to the international level. The objective is to be able to asses and internationally compare long term health outcomes of trauma/brain trauma. Will be submitted by 23 May 2008

COST – will be resubmitted – Summer 2008
FP7 – will be resubmitted – Fall 2008

5. EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES and CONFERENCES
The two members of INRO team, Drs Lucia Lenartova and Ingrid Wilbacher are working on their PhD theses on brain trauma management and health care management at Trnava University. Prof. Rusnak is their scientific advisor. 
In 2007 we have participated in the following conferences: 

European Public Health Association annual conference 11-13 October 2007 – Helsinki, Finland.

6. MEETINGS 

As in the previous years, weekly meetings have been held in the INRO premises on Tuesdays. The project team has discussed progress of the planned activities and new ideas and plans. 

PAGE  
9

